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Where missions have an explicit mandate to protect civilians, 
uniformed personnel must play their part, including, where necessary, 
through the use of force. This has been defined to mean preventive, 
preemptive and tactical use of force to protect civilians under threat of 
physical violence. The source and the nature of violence are not the 
determinant for action. Guns, machetes, rape, improvised explosives: all 
these and other means are used against civilians by all kinds of armed 
actors. Missions must have the capabilities and command structures 
required to respond effectively, and uniformed personnel must comply with 
orders to prevent, deter and protect civilians against attacks. 

Improvements made over the recent years to policies, rules of 
engagement and training are helping missions to protect civilians. At the 
same time, we should point out that wide and universal participation in 
missions is also vital to their effectiveness and credibility. Within the 
Member States lie capabilities that can improve mission presence on the 
ground, risk assessments, communication, mobility and engineering. 
However, the sheer possibilities of the Member States are not a decisive 
factor in the practical possibility of such assistance of the United Nations. 
They must not contradict international law on the rules and restrictions for 
their use and application.  

It is time to fulfill commitment to conflict prevention as a primary 
function of the Organization. Strong Member State political support for 
United Nations prevention and mediation efforts can send a powerful signal 
that the global system is intent on reducing armed conflict. It can build 
confidence in the capacity of international organizations to advance peace. 
This peacekeeping would become an idea and a powerful factor for world 
consolidation for the safety of both the individual and the global 
community. 

Language advisor O. S. Levashov  
 
 
UDC 341.123 

V. O. MASLIUKOVA 
Kharkiv National University of Internal Affairs, Ukraine 

WOMEN IN PEACEKEEPING: A GROWING FORCE 

Over the past seven decades the United Nations has become one of the 
main peacekeeping organizations resorted to resolve complex crises that 
threaten international peace and security. Women are deployed in all areas – 
police, military and civilian – and have made a positive impact on 
supporting the role of women in building peace and protecting women’s 
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rights. In all fields of peacekeeping, women peacekeepers have proven that 
they can perform the same roles, to the same standards and under the same 
difficult conditions, as their male counterparts. In 1993 women made up 
1 % of deployed personnel and in 2014 they constituted 20 % of police 
personnel in UN Peacekeeping missions. UN Police Division launched ‘the 
Global Effort’ to recruit more female police officers into national police 
services and into UN police operations around the world. Striving towards 
gender parity amongst UN staff is a priority for the UN Secretary-General. 
Female peacekeepers act as role models in the local environment, inspiring 
women and girls in often male-dominated societies to push for their own 
rights and for participation in peace processes. The presence of women 
peacekeepers can also help to reduce conflict and confrontation, improve 
access and support for local women, provide role models for women in the 
community, provide a greater sense of security to local population, 
including women and children.  
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INTER-RELIGIOUS COOPERATION IN A GLOBAL AGE 

Eric C. Shafer said: “So many bridges to build. So many walls to break 
down”. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union more than 20 years ago had a better 
hope for religious freedom to our part of the world.  

During the last several years, however, there has been a sharp increase 
in religious freedom violations. At the same time, Christians in Eurasia are 
facing growing threats to their freedom. Particularly in Central Asia, raids 
are taking place, pastors are being detained, Christian literature is being 
confiscated, and harsh laws are being imposed to restrict the freedoms of 
churches, particularly Christian churches. And with the ongoing conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine religious reconciliation efforts are desperately 
needed to foster peace between Russian and Ukrainian Christians. 

Can an answer be given to the question: “If we can have a United 
Nations Organization, cannot we have a United Religions Organization?” Is 
the world of religions, spiritual movements and indigenous traditions open 
to the creation of a permanent, locally rooted and globally connected inter-
religious world body with truly world-wide recognition and status? Is 
world-wide co-operation between diverse religions possible? 


